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National Small Business Week 2015: A Celebration of
What Is Great About the American Dream
Austin E. Thompson, Jr.
During the week of May 4 – 8, 2015, the nation will embark on its 52nd year to
recognize its small business owners for their unlimited and bountiful achievements
and accomplishments. Awards will be presented by the Small Business Administration
(SBA) in categories such as Small Business Owner of the Year, Small Business of the
Year, Resource Partner of the Year, and many more. These awards are part of a week
in which small business will be recognized for their contribution to driving the
American economy forward, and being the job creators needed to keep our economy
strong. Small businesses create over 65% of all net jobs, and are defined as having
500 employees and less. Small businesses come in all sizes, and with diverse business
models and service offerings. Nevertheless, they all have one objective in mind, and
that is to provide the best service to their customers and maximize scarce resource to
build long-term sustainable businesses.
The Small Business Administration was created out of the Small Business Act
of 1953 to serve the vast and fast increasing number of small businesses in our
country. In 1963, President John F. Kennedy issued a proclamation to establish a
week in which our small business owners will be recognized. For the past 52 years,
America has honored numerous businesses and business owners for their
achievement and courage to start and operate businesses in the country. We owe it
to those entrepreneurs, their innovation, tenacity, ambition, and foresight to build
strong businesses which employs millions of people each year. Companies like
Microsoft, Dell, Hewlett-Packard, Apple, Amazon, Google, and many others, started
their operations in the garage of their homes, and are now global multinationals with
lucrative brands. All were created from a vision to change the world and revolutionize
the way in which they saw people using their products in the future. These visionaries
were embarking on successful paths, which now have blossomed into some of the
world’s top companies employing thousands of people globally.
Continued on Page 2
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For instance, Microsoft was founded by Bill Gates and Paul
Allen in 1975 as a two person operation, writing programming
code for various computer systems, and eventually the
Operating System for IBM. Forty years later, Microsoft now
boasts about 128,000 employees globally, and generates over
$75 billion in revenue. Also, in 1975, Wally Amos took a
passion for baking and introduced his Famous Amos cookies
publically. Within one year, Famous Amos cookies grossed
over $300,000.00 in revenue, and commanded revenues
upwards of $74 million in 1992 when the company was sold to
President Baking Company. Since then, President Baking
Company was bought out by Keebler, then Kellogg Company.
The Famous Amos cookie brand is grossing well over $200
million in revenues today. I think of small businesses that are
now making new pathways for the next generation of change
makers such as Nspire Green, Just Lovely, NOWAccount, Diaz
Foods, Caribbean International Shipping, and many others too
numerous to list in this article.
The common thing many of these entrepreneurs had
was a dream. The dream was to introduce a product, which
will grow in appeal and become the next big thing and satisfy
demand. That is what Microsoft, Famous Amos, Dell, HewlettPackard, Apple, Facebook, Google, and many other small
startups did. They grew out of mere determination and a
vision to be change makers and offer something new and
different. Whether it is snack foods, software, hardware, or
cosmetics, entrepreneurs are encouraged to create new
pathways to success, while helping to keep our economy
robust and creating many jobs. This is what makes our country
great, and keeps us competitive.

Why I Became a Small Business
Consultant
Austin E. Thompson, Jr.
In graduate school, while working on my MBA, I was
known as “that guy” who put together great financial
spreadsheets. I had become known by my fellow students as
someone who had a natural instinct for small business
growth and how they should be developed. Well, it also
helps that I was co-founder of a successful group, the Keller
Business Network, and creator of its newsletter, the Keller
Business Journal. I created the business journal to emulate
what Harvard University did for their publication, the
Harvard Business Review, as it is a professional business
publication I truly admire.

The Keller Business Journal featured articles written by fellow
MBA students and professors at the time, and I edited, formatted,
and managed the entire process, including distribution. As a
Network, we organized, planned, and executed two successful
career fairs, business workshops facilitated by industry
consultants, and other business related events. Our final grand
event was our banquet, which we planned before we all
graduated, and was held at the illustrious Georgian Club in Cobb
County. Yeah, I was honored to be among a group of five
innovative individuals who were trendsetters at Keller Graduate
School of Management. We were so successful at what we did,
the school felt as if we were challenging their Alumni program,
but we were only setting out to be change makers and serve our
fellow students in a way the school was not. We had become
what they were training us to be in the MBA
program….transformational business leaders.
From those experiences, I was approached by a few
students to help review their business plans for their Capstone
project, and approached by a few non-MBA alumni to help write
their business plans. It was the early beginning of a journey I had
not quite appreciated, but I was pleased to be in a position to
help and make a difference to those who were planning to start
their own businesses. Most of my reviews were of financial
statements, which many students had issues with. From there,
the interest and appreciation for this skillset grew into early
thoughts of becoming a business plan writer. Following
graduation in 2005, I established Thompson Management
Consulting, LLC in 2007, but for a few years, it was a slow
progression into the world of consulting. I wrote a few plans, and
consulted on various business development projects, but was
consumed with a demanding engineering career, which included
travel. I became a victim of the great recession in March of 2009,
which kept me out of work for 25 months. It was a time of selfdiscovery, soul searching, and I had time to begin and complete
my first book, which was published in February 2010. With this
book, I embarked on speaking engagements and networking with
fellow entrepreneurs with similar interests, and it opened up
opportunities to grow my consulting business in ways I did not
outline in my original business plan. I went back to work in April
2011, but with a renewed vision for my consulting business.
In 2013, I embarked on a rebranding effort to include
personal development workshops and the Small Business Summit,
which I now organize and execute each year during National Small
Business Week.

Continued on page 3
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I enjoy helping aspiring entrepreneurs realize their dreams,
and converting their vision into written plans. It is refreshing
to sit with someone or with a group and listen to their vision.
Helping them take that vision, place it into a workable plan,
and transform a plan into a functional business is absolutely
rewarding. Entrepreneurs are change makers, who see the
need to create a service or develop products to serve a
targeted market. The market, based on their research, has a
need (or demand) for their product and service, because no
one is serving this market properly, or at all. They establish a
business to supply the market with innovative services and
products, and consultants with my expertise help to put it all
in perspective. This is what I enjoy, and planning a summit
with workshops and activities to help entrepreneurs develop
their businesses is a rewarding endeavor. I am ready to be
your consultant, and Thompson Management Consulting, LLC
is poised to help make your dream a reality. For a free 30
minute evaluation of your ideas and vision, please give us a
call at (404) 587-3949.

Award Winners from the Georgia Small
Business Administration in Celebration
of National Small Business Week 2015
Georgia Small Business Person of the Year
Mr. Scott Soesbee
3400 Chapel Hill Rd
Douglasville, GA 30135
Financial Services Champion of the Year
Mr. Randy Griffin
CSRA Business Lending
3023 River Watch Parkway, Suite A
Augusta, GA 30907
LGBT Business Champion of the Year
Bishop Oliver Clyde Allen, III
Vision Community Foundation
704 Ormewood Ave
Atlanta, GA 303012
Minority Small Business Champion of the Year
Dr. Robert Yancy
SCORE Atlanta
233 Peachtree St NE Harris Tower
Suite 1800
Atlanta, GA 30303

Small Business Media Champion of the Year
Mr. Gale Baldwin
Savannah Morning News
1375 Chatham Parkway
Savannah, GA 31405
Veteran Small Business Champion of the Year
Master Sergeant (Ret) Andrew L. Carlisle
DVETS
160 Holly Pointe
Warner Robbins, GA 31088
Women in Business Champion of the Year
Ms. Antoinette Ball & Ms. Marionette
Ball
Women Entrepreneurial Opportunity Project, Inc.
250 Georgia Ave., Suite 213
Atlanta, GA 30312
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Mr. Travis Allen
iSchool
8343 Roswell Rd
Atlanta, GA 30350
Thank you to the Georgia Small Business Administration
(GSBA) for all they do in promoting and helping to develop
our state’s small businesses. The GSBA will be a participant
nd
at Thompson Management Consulting, LLC’s 2 Annual
Entrepreneurship and Small Business Summit. They will
th
facilitate two workshops on Tuesday, May 5 , The 5 C’s of
Credit and How To Do Business With The Government.
These two workshops are important for small businesses
looking to access cash to invest in their operations, and
those who wish to sell their services to city, state, and county
government agencies. To view the agenda and register for
the event, please go to
http://nsbw2015.com/pdf/NSBW%202015%20%20Tentative%20AGENDA.pdf.

Raffle Drawing for

THE WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT
Saturday, May 16, 2015
Small Business Forum and Panel
Tickets are $1.00 ea.
Help support our wounded soldiers and raise
awareness for those who fought in armed conflicts

actually help stabilize small businesses long-term and is a
model that can be used to strengthen the overall
economy.”
Mr. Harold Causby
CEO
IMG Consulting

IMG Consulting is a management consulting firm that
assists small businesses including but not limited to minority,
women, and veteran owned companies with successfully
competing for business opportunities in the private & public
sector. The U.S government is required by law to award
billions of dollars in contracts every year to small businesses
across America. However, most small businesses are
unaware of how to effectively navigate through the
government procurement system in order to secure
appropriate opportunities. Moreover, many realize that they
don’t have the capacity or the resources to respond to the
rigid compliance requirements from applicable regulatory
agencies. As a result, IMG Consulting is the perfect solution
for small companies that want to firmly establish their
company long-term with securing business in the corporate &
government procurement arena.
IMG Consulting is based in Atlanta, Georgia and was
established in 2012 by Harold Causby as a solution that
speaks to the inherent needs of small businesses to expedite
the government procurement process and effectively
compete for suitable opportunities. In addition to being an
expeditor, IMG’s goal is to institute comprehensive programs
for businesses in several areas to include organized planning,
strategic marketing, business development, contract
administration, and accounting system compliance to
increase viability when pursuing contracts. As a result, many
small businesses are developing more efficient business
practices that can justify and answer proposed discrepancies
from auditing agencies on various levels. Such practices
establish more credibility & branding with several federal,
state, municipal agencies, and major prime contractors to
secure new business opportunities. According to Mr.
Causby, “assisting our clients with implementing better
processes for addressing compliance regulations will

If your company provides goods or services,
chances are government agencies and major
corporations will purchase them as well. However, if
agencies aren’t buying your brand, IMG Consulting can
help you market your niche and sell to the United States
Government who is considered largest consumer in the
world. IMG Consulting has a goal to be the premiere
resource for several institutions to locate credible small
businesses with capacity to deliver products and services
successfully. With IMG recently launching a robust
compliance division, small businesses will be empowered
to have long-term success and be economically
empowered to effectively build wealth. Success is a
choice! Choose IMG Consulting for success today!
Primary Services:
•
Organized Planning
•
Strategic Marketing
•
Business Development
•
Proposal Writing
•
Project Management
•
Government Accounting Systems Development
Mission statement:
To empower companies with effective marketing
strategies, business development, and compliance
initiatives that is based on solid processes for efficient
revenue growth.
Core Values:
● Honesty ● Integrity ● Excellence ● Diligence ●
Teamwork ● Service
IMG Consulting is a participant on the Small Business
Panel on Saturday, May 16, 2015.

NSBW 2015
Are you ready?

Small Business Workshops
DeVry University
3505 Koger Boulevard
Duluth, GA 30096
Classroom #6 (Second Floor)
Tuesday, May 5, 2015
Are You Ready For Business Ownership?
Thompson Management Consulting, LLC
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Developing An Effective Business Plan
Business Plans & More, Inc.
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Choosing Your Business Structure
Business Plans & More, Inc.
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
The 5 C’s of Credit
The Small Business Administration
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. (Lunch Provided)
How To Do Business With The Government
The Small Business Administration
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Maximize Your Competitive Advantage Through Social Media Marketing
Oh Nellie Promos
2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Small Business Workshops
DeVry University
3505 Koger Boulevard
Duluth, GA 30096
Classroom #6 (Second Floor)
Wednesday, May 6, 2015
Effective Cash Flow Management
Business Plans & More, Inc.
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Master The Art of Business Networking
Business Plans & More, Inc.
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Retirement Planning for Small Business Owners
Primerica Financial
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (Lunch Provided)
This concludes the workshops for NSBW 2015
Please go to www.nsbw2015.com to view all workshop descriptions

The Small Business Forum and Panel
Saturday, May 16, 2015
The Conference Center at Georgia Piedmont Technical College
495 Clarkston, GA 30021
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
All vendors/exhibitors setup between 8:00 a.m. and 8:55 a.m.
We ask everyone to please be on time, out of respect for our speakers.

Austin E. Thompson, Jr., MBA, MPM – EVENT HOST
Austin Thompson is the founder and CEO of Thompson Management Consulting, LLC,
and the Visionary and Chief Organizer behind the company’s Second Annual
Entrepreneurship and Small Business Summit, in celebration of National Small Business
Week 2015. In addition to small business consulting, Austin was appointed in December
2013 by Mayor Judy Jordan-Johnson of Lawrenceville, GA to serve a 4-year term on the
Downtown Architectural Review Board of the City of Lawrenceville. He is also a published Author, Adjunct
Professor of Business at Shorter University, and community leader. Austin is a graduate of Keller Graduate School
of Management, receiving his MBA and a Master of Project Management degree with honors in 2005, and has
plans to pursue Doctoral studies in International Business very soon. He enjoys reading, sporting events,
mentoring and inspiring young adults, and meeting people from different parts of the world.

CONFIRMED KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Honorable Stan Watson
Super District 7 Commissioner – DeKalb County Board of Commissioners
Commissioner Stan Watson is a dedicated and proven leader who has served DeKalb
County in volunteer and in elected positions for over thirty (30) years. He is a former
member of the Georgia General Assembly, serving for twelve (12) years. He is the
former Chairman of the DeKalb House Delegation and the Georgia Legislative Black
Caucus. As a State Representative he was appointed to numerous commissions by both
Democrat and Republican Governors and served on responsible committees.
Commissioner Watson serves Super District 7 with distinction and is committed to achieving strong communities,
open and honest government “For A Better DeKalb.” He is the Deputy Presiding Officer for the DeKalb County
Board of Commissioners and is the Chairman of the Public Works Committee (PWC) providing leadership to DeKalb
County’s Capital Improvement Projects and oversight of the Federal Consent Decree. He also serves on the
Planning and Economic Development (PED) and Employee Relations and Community Services (ERCS) Committees.
He is a Board Member for the Community Achievement Center, and DeKalb Community Service Board. He is
married to the lovely Pamela Watson and they have two children, William and Cagney. Commissioner Watson is a
proud United States Navy Veteran.

CONFIRMED PANELISTS
Bob Lamp’l
President, Business Plans & More, Inc.
Bob Lamp’l is President of Business Plans & More, Inc., which he has operated for the
past seven years. He is a current member of the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, and
has been since March 16, 2000. He is past President of the Georgia Association of
Accountants & Tax Professionals (State of Georgia), a Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor, Chief Financial Officer /
Board Member of 5+ different companies, and a sought after seminar speaker for helping new businesses get
started properly to be successful. His accolades and achievements include, but not limited to being named “Small
Business of the Month, January 2013” by the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, awarded “Chamber Ambassador of
the Year” for 2013, and former Founder & Owner of Accounting Business Center, Inc. (1/1/2000 – 12/31/2007),
consulting with 350 clients. His core services include professional business plans for all types of industries and all
sizes (two recently approved for multi-billion dollars of funding), QuickBooks Advisory Series Pro Advisor with
Intuit, and part-time CFO services to small business owners.

Dr. Glen Laman
President, Jamaican Chamber of Commerce in Atlanta
Dr. Glen Laman’s recently published book, Jamaican Entrepreneurship: A review of the
characteristics, traits and ideas underlying the success of some of the island's most
accomplished entrepreneurs, has put him on the interview and lecture circuit among the
Caribbean communities in the USA and Caribbean. The well-received book examines
fifteen outstanding Jamaicans and their divergent paths to success.
In Jamaican Entrepreneurship, Dr. Laman turned to a question that had long intrigued him: How is it that a poor
country like Jamaica, a Small Island Developing State (SIDS), possessed so many independent small business
owners who were able to survive and even thrive in a tough economic, political, and social environment?
He addressed this question by interviewing accomplished entrepreneurs to discover what made them tick, and
carried out a content analysis of their comments. The result is an original, engaging study that looks at the human
side of entrepreneurship in a poor country, while identifying systematic factors that contribute to entrepreneurial
success.
Dr. Laman worked as an executive at The Coca-Cola Company headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia where he was a
founding board member of the Jamaican Chamber of Commerce of Atlanta, and currently serves as President of
the chamber.
Dr. Laman responded to the call of entrepreneurship when he opened a restaurant in a shopping mall. He later
pioneered the sale of frozen coconut water and other frozen natural juices in the Atlanta market when he
started a business which imported them from Jamaica.

Born in rural Jamaica in the parish of St. Ann, he migrated to the USA after graduating from Kingston College and
attended Pace University and Brenau University for his undergrad and Masters degrees respectively. Later in life,
he enrolled in the University of Management and Technology’s DBA program and found himself immersed in
learning how to carry out advanced research in the behavioral sciences.

Harold Causby
President, IMG Consulting, LLC
Mr. Causby grew up in Oberlin, Ohio. He currently serves as the CEO & President of IMG
Consulting bringing a vast amount of experience in the areas of sales, marketing,
contract compliance, and business development with a concentrated focus in
government procurement. In addition, he earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in
Accounting from DeVry University. Mr. Causby has also served as the Vice President of
Sales & Marketing for Integrated Procurement Services. This management consulting
firm primarily focused in the areas of contract management and contract administration for small businesses to
acquire federal contracts.
Mr. Causby has directly consulted with over 100 small businesses over the past 2 years in order to help them
successfully compete and become viable options for federal contracts. He has led local, regional, and national
projects to help teach self-funding initiatives, team building, strategic partnering, and centered business building
techniques to ensure success long-term for small businesses.
In addition to his professional endeavors, Mr. Causby has aspirations that include starting a teen leadership
development center to help adolescents transitioning from middle school to high school to learn selfimprovement, leadership skills, and entrepreneurial skills. It is believed that this knowledge will help teens to
combat peer pressure that encourages destructive and self-limiting behavior. Mr. Causby is a servant leader that
resides in the Atlanta area where he consults, gives advices, and participates in several discussions on related
topics.

William Hampton
CEO, Executive Business Consultants, LLC
Bill Hampton is the Chief Executive Officer of Executive Business Consultants, LLC, and is
a former Wall Street executive and licensed investment advisor. Currently, Bill serves as
a personal finance expert. He has over 14 years of financial industry experience, over 10
years of managerial experience in both the public and private sectors, previously owned
and operated an accounting and tax preparation firm, completed graduate level studies
in executive leadership, lectured at Strayer University, and volunteers with Junior Achievement of Georgia, which
teaches financial literacy to children.
Executive Business Consultants, LLC is a business consulting, tax preparation and financial coaching firm based in
the Atlanta, Georgia area. The mission of our business consulting division is to help entrepreneurs and small
business owners start, manage and grow their businesses. The mission of our financial coaching division is to

provide financial and credit coaching to individuals, couples, families and groups who want to improve their
current financial situation.

R. Pamela Alexander
Owner, BizLynks Consulting Group, LLC
R. Pamela Adams Alexander is a technology strategist, trainer, speaker, author and the
owner of BizLynks Consulting Group, LLC, an Atlanta-based technology consulting
firm. Pamela is also the Executive Producer of BizLynks TV Network, a business internet
television platform featuring dynamic programming designed to inform and educate
entrepreneurs, small businesses, associations and non-profits. With a career that spans
over 25 years in Information Technology and Internet marketing strategies, explaining
the technical to the “technically-challenged” is what she does best. In keeping with her tagline, Linking Technology
to Business Growth, Pamela's mission is to help businesses increase their productivity and sales through the
effective use of technology.
Pam served as the GA Regional Development Director for Constant Contact from 2007 - 2011, and during that
time, presented to over 14,000 seminar and conference attendees. She continues to provide email marketing
workshops and boot camps, speaks regularly at conferences and consults as a Certified Solution Provider and
Authorized Local Expert. She has designed programs and trained numerous small businesses, entrepreneurs,
associations and nonprofits on how to enhance and improve their businesses through innovative and affordable
Internet marketing strategies.
She is a faculty member with GA Center for Nonprofits' Nonprofit University, has been published in the Atlanta
Tribune Magazine and Atlanta Business Chronicle and has been featured in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
Atlanta Business Journal Magazine, NYTimes.com and Inc.com. She received the 2013 Women in Construction &
Entrepreneurship Award by the Atlanta-Metro Chapter of the GA Black Constructors Association, is recognized in
the Corporate Brass category in Who's Who in Black Atlanta 2012, and is a 2005 & 2011 Turknett Leadership
Character award nominee.
With a heart for God and a passion for helping others connect with that still small voice within, R Pamela has
complied some of the most moving messages circulated online in recent years in her inspirational gift book "God is
in Your Inbox." She serves as the Minister of Business Affairs at DaySpring International Ministries, Inc., is a native
of Hinesville, GA, and graduated from Emory University with a Math and Computer Science degree and Psychology
minor. She finds joy in her "Last First Kiss" and business partner, Nash Alexander, III, a successful entrepreneur in
his own right. Pamela & Nash III are the proud parents of Nash IV, currently a Physics major at Georgia State
University in Atlanta. R Pamela can be contacted for business and speaking engagements at www.RPamela.com.
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The DeKalb Chamber of Commerce
The Law Offices of J. Travis Fanfair (Business and Corporate Law)

Refreshments Provided By:

Business Marketplace

Have your business advertised in our publication to over 1,500 subscribers. Thompson
Management Consulting, LLC promotes small businesses and entrepreneurs, and our subscriber
database is growing fast. Be empowered, and invest in your continued success. Visit us at
www.tmconsultingllc.com and send your comments or questions to info@tmconsultingllc.com

Celebrating 20 years of business operations as one of Georgia’s premier shipping companies, Caribbean International
Shipping Services has been an institution in the metro Atlanta area providing consistent and quality service to its
customers, and has provided jobs to residents of DeKalb County. Please support our small businesses.

Available in softcover and hardcover at www.amazon.com and at www.barnesandnoble.com

Gwinnett Association of Business Entrepreneurs – GABE
Free Networking & Business Meeting
Vendor Tables $25.00 – Advertise your business

Tuesday, May 5, 2015 – 6:30pm to 8:00pm
For Information: Carmelita Marcia (404) 509-0690

